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Mission Statement with logo

Washington�Coalition�for�Comfort�Women� Issues,� Inc.� (WCCW)�was�founded� in�

December�1992�in�Washington,�DC,�to�advocate�for�the�rights�of�wartime�victims�

and� their� lawful� reparation.�Our�mission� is� to� contribute� to� the�eradication�and�

prevention� of� sex� crimes� against� women� by� promoting� public� awareness� and�

education.WCCW� dedicates� itself� to� being� the� voice� for� “Comfort� Women”,�

victims�who�were�euphemistically�called�by� Japanese�military� to� refer� to�women�

who�were�imprisoned�and�forced�into�sexual�slavery�during�World�War�II.�WCCW�

believes�that�the�Japanese�government�must�clearly�acknowledge�its�responsibility�

in�perpetrating�the�atrocity�against�these�Comfort�Women,�give�official�apology,�

provide� redress� from� government� sources,� and� open� all� government� records�

regarding�its�involvement.�Until�these�steps�are�taken,�WCCW�is�an�independent,�

non-profit,� non-partisan,� research� and� educational� organization.� WCCW�

welcomes�persons�of�all�gender,�race,�and�nationality.



Film Screening:  (57 min) /  (15 min)  50 Years of Silence Daily Bread
Director’s talk:    Prof. Christopher Simpson at AU: 
                         (Moderator & Translator: Lucy Nam))
Coffee break

Film Screening:  (60 min)  Because We Were Beautiful
Discussion:         Sami Lauri, President of Kowin DC
Coffee break

Film Screening:  (99 min)  Twenty Two
Discussion:         Prof. Wing Chi Chan, Poet cum Musician
                         (Translator: Julia Kim)
Refreshment
Director’s Talk:   Cho Junglae (video clip)

Film Screening:  (127 min)  Spirits’ Homecoming
Reception

Film Screening: (A Long Way Around, 100 min)  Ae-Eum-Gil 

Grandmother’s Remarks: Oksun Lee (video clip)
Director’s Talk:   Yi Seung-hyeon, director of A Long Way Around
                          Ahn Shin-Kwon, director of House of Sharing
                          Chung Moo sung (?), actor
                         (translator: Ahn HyeonJong )
                         (Moderator: Julie Jungsil Lee)
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November 9, Friday

5:30 pm   Refreshment
6:00 pm   Welcoming Remarks:         Lucy Nam, Chair of Film Festival 
6:05 pm   Congratulation Remarks:    Julie Jungsil Lee, President of WCCW:

6:10 pm   Opening Film Screening:  (119 min)   I Can Speak
8:10 pm   Director’s Talk Discussion: Honorable Mike Honda, 
                                                       Thomas Nam, 
                                                       Okcha Soh
                                                      (Moderator: Lucy Nam)
8:30 pm   Opening Reception:           Kowin DC, Co-sponsor
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Film Screening:  (14 min)  For Her
Film Screening:  (104 min)  Apology
Director’s talk:   Tiffany Hsiung, director of Apology
                         (Moderator: Jackie Kim)
Directors Roundtable:  Asia Policy Point, Co-sponsor
“The Art of Witness”   All directors and invited scholars
(Light Lunch)               (Moderator: Mindy Kotler,
                                    Translator: Sophia Larkin)
Closing Remarks: Christine Choi, Co-chair of the board of WCCW

November 10, Saturday

November 11, Sunday

10:00 am
10:20 am
12:05 pm
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2:00 pm



PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S NOTE

The Inaugural International Film Festival titled “Sexual Violence in 

Warfare: The Films of Unhealed Wounds” by WCCW 

(Washington Coalition for Comfort Women Issues, Inc.) was 

created to raise the awareness regarding comfort women issues. 

Films in this year’s programming reflect such efforts through both 

dramatic and documentary storytelling.

The opening film, <Can Speak>, combines lighthearted comedy with a key social issue 

of comfort women that delivers the powerful message that the audiences of all ages 

and backgrounds can appreciate. For dramatic films, <Spirits’ Homecoming> tells the 

story of two Korean teenage girls kidnapped and forced into sexual slavery and how 

one of them tries to reconnect with the other spiritually decades later, while <For 

Her>is a short animation with true recording of testimony by a Japanese soldier who 

witnessed the sexual slavery first hand.

As for documentaries, <The Apology> follows 3 former comfort women from Korea, 

China and The Philippines in their twilights, providing their emotional firsthand accounts 

and seeking the apology from the Japanese government. <0 Years of Silence> and 

<Daily Bread> shed the light on Dutch women who were forced into being comfort 

women; two films are based on Jan Ruff O’Herne’s courageous personal testimony. 

<Because We Are Beautiful> searches throughout Indonesia to gather the emotional 

testimonies of the women and how these experiences have influenced their lives, while 

<Ae-Eum-Gil (A Long Way Around)> tells Ms. Ok-seon Lee and her return to 

motherland Korea 58 year after being dragged away to China as a teenager. Finally, 

<Twenty-Two> tracks down 22 former comfort women living in China in their harsh 

current status as they calmly recall their harrowing tales.

It was a new experience for me personally, and privilege and honor to work on this 

“Critical Issue” with dedicated WCCW Film Festival Committee members.

Jongsuk Thomas Nam
Managing Director, Network of Asian Fantastic Films (NAFF), South Korea

Programmer, Bucheon International Fantastic Film Festival (BIFAN), South Korea

Curator, AFTER DARK, Jio Mami Mumbai Film Festival, India

Programmer, Scream Asia Film Festival, Singapore

Program consultant for Sitges Pitchbox, Spain; Ventana Sur Blood Window, 

                                                       Argentina; Udine Far East Film Festival Focus Asia, Italy

Dear film lovers;

Welcome to the first International Film Festival exclusively covering &quot;Comfort Women 
Issues&quot;. This project started as a suggestion by director Jung Rae Cho in passing, who 
took 7 years to complete the “Spirit’s Home Coming” supported by crowd funding.  It was a 
wild dream but became closer to reality, when Mr. Thomas Nam readily accepted to be the 
consulting director of the program. With encouragement from these experienced 
professionals and after considerable trial and error we learned many lessons along the way. 

One thing we instantly agreed upon was to use the festival as an opportunity to educate 
general public about the history of the atrocities experienced by women under Japanese 
military occupation during WWII. We wanted the festival to be inclusive in representing the 
experiences of women from all walks of life – innocent teenage girls from Korea, China, 
Taiwan, Philippines, Indonesia, Netherlands and the Pacific Islands – who were taken against 
their will and without any knowledge of where they were going to be taken. For decades 
they endured misery, but their courage prevailed. These women have shared testimonies 
which have inspired artists, directors, and producers in the film industry to tell their stories 
through works of fiction, documentaries, and animated films.

After many sleepless nights of viewing film after film and worrying about the next obstacles 
to tackle, the committee selected 9 films for testing with the public. We all breathed a sigh of 
relief! During the testing period, we discovered that many of the selected films had 
attendance in various international film festivals with awards and some even drawing 
audiences in the multi-millions. This indicated that there was interest amongst people to learn 
about the history of the comfort women.

Raising awareness about the experiences of “Comfort Women” is not just about 
understanding their history. Documenting their stories gives their experiences permanent life 
so that we can learn from the errors of the past and successfully eliminate wartime sexual 
slavery and sexual atrocities against women in the future.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the wonderful and talented film festival 
committee members. Their tireless dedication to this project made everything possible.

Sincerely

GREETINGS

Myong Ho (Lucy) Nam, MD 
Co-Chair of the Board of WCCW 
Chair of the WCCW Film Festival

Jungsil ( Julie) Lee, Ph.D.  
President of Washington Coalition

for Comfort Women Issues, Inc.

Washington�Coalition�for�Comfort�Women�Issues,�Inc.

워싱턴�지역�정신대�문제�대책�위원회



CONGRATULATION REMARKS CONGRATULATION REMARKS

From the three courageous South Korean victims of sexual slavery 

breaking their decades-long silence in the Japanese courts to the 

relentless support and actions of WCCW, I joined my colleague 

Lane Evans and dozens of other supporters of human rights to 

secure passage of H.Res.121 in 2007. I am proud to have stood shoulder to shoulder 

with WCCW in this victorious grassroots effort, which sparked the fire in our Nation 

and in at least nine other countries’ legislatures to combat the global epidemic of 

human trafficking and modern day sexual slavery.

I said then and I will say now that the Japanese government must officially acknowledge,

unequivocally apologize, and accept historical responsibility for sexual slavery and other

heinous crimes against these grandmothers, called the euphemistic epithet “Comfort 

Women”, They must denounce the false claims of innocence, furnish legal reparations, 

and educate current and future generations about this horrible crime by opening to 

inspection, rather than guarding and falsifying, their archives. 

Today we celebrate another accomplishment of WCCW, the First International Film 

Festival dealing with “Comfort Women Issues”, bringing nine films of various genres to 

introduce the history to the public in the visual art format. These films are part of a 

global movement, and I believe this format will help the global community learn and 

understand the grandmothers’ demand for justice and make it an effective and 

powerful tool for the education of following generations as these films speak of crimes 

against humanity and give lessons and legacies from victims and survivors of sexual 

assault all around the world. All of us can learn from the past. All honest, good people 

will stand together to never again allow this fate to befall women, in wartime or in 

peacetime.

United States
U.S. Representative

Michael M. Honda

A Member of the U.S. House Representatives from 2001 to 2017

& Honorary Chair of the board of WCCW

Sincerely,



I offer my heartfelt congratulations on opening the first 

international film festival on the 'comfort women' in the United 

States.

Hello. My name is Ahn Sin-Kwon, and I am the chairman of the 

House of Sharing, a residential home for many of halmonis, the 

victims of ‘Japanese military sexual slavery.’ 

Firstly, I would like to give thanks and respect for the Washington Coalition of Comfort 

Women (WCCW), which organized this international film festival despite difficult 

circumstances.

I believe that this international film festival will be an excellent opportunity to spread 

awareness of the issue of Japanese military sexual slavery’, which has not yet been 

resolved.

The halmonis are incredibly happy about the film festival, and wanted to thank those 

who made it possible.

Lee Ok-Sun halmoni, who is the main character of the film, <Ae-oom-gil (� � � dA 

long way around )>, wanted very much to be here today, but could not come due to 

health issues. I am here in her stead.

The victims were all powerless young girls during Japanese Colonial Rule and World 

War II.

Now, they are elderly women.

International solidarity is necessary for them to regain their human rights.

This film festival is an effort to restore the human rights of the victims. I hope that it 

will become an impetus to spreading internationally the message that the issue of 

Japanese military sexual slavery is a war crime issue, as well as a women's rights issue.

Thank you.

CONGRATULATION REMARKS CONGRATULATION REMARKS

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, I'd like to 

take this opportunity to welcome you to the inaugural Washington 

Coalition for Comfort Women Issues' (WCCW) International Film 

Festival. This event showcases nine international films that share the history of the 

"comfort women" of World War II, and honors the legacies of these wartime victims.

Since 1992, the WCCW has worked to educate the public on the atrocities and 

trauma that came to "comfort women", a euphemism used to describe the wartime 

sexual slaves under the Japanese Military system during World War II. Too often, these 

women are forgotten about in our conversations of human rights abuses. Confronting 

the atrocities of the past are uncomfortable, but we must remember the stories of 

these sexual slaves and the pain they endured so that we can be better suited to 

prevent this in the future. The WCCW's International Film Festival brings light on the 

victims' stories so that as global citizens, we can stand up and say "never again".

The film festival, featuring films from Korea, China, Canada, Australia, and the 

Netherlands, shows just how broad reaching the "comfort women" experiences are. 

The issue is close to our hearts in Fairfax County as well. In the backyard of the Fairfax 

County Government Center, you can find a memorial to the women who were victims 

of sexual slavery and human trafficking during World War II. I invite you to visit the 

memorial, as it is a beautiful spot to honor these victims and contemplate how to 

recognize and prevent these tragedies from happening in the future.

Again, welcome to the WCCW's inaugural International Film Festival and thank you to 

the WCCW for hosting such an important event.

Sincerely,

Sharon Bulova

Chairman

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

County of Fairfax
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

SHARON BULOVA
CHAIRMAN
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Sexual Violence in Warfare: The Films of Unhealed Wounds WCCW International Film Festival

He�won�award�for�Documentary�Category�at�the�Louisville’s�International�Festival�of�Film�in�

2018.�
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어르신들의 건강과 행복! 저희들에게 맡겨주세요!

데이케어�703-354-4590
홈케어 �����������703-850-1100�/�703-963-1234�

데이케어�센터

취미�활동�/�소셜서비스�/�식사�서비스�/�의료,�간호�서비스

홈케어�센터

간호사�가정�방문, 약�관리�/�개인�간병사�서비스,

의료기구�신청�보조 (워커,�롤레이트,�지팡이,�샤워체어,�기저귀,�당뇨신발)

병원�방문�및�입,퇴원�서비스,�호스피스

구인�
간병인�교육�
수시접수

남녀�간병인� washingtonhealthcare@gmail.com
5300�Shawnee�Rd.,�#101�Alexandria,�VA�22312

상담전화�
2 4시간[ [



www.ComfortWomenEducation.org

7700 Little River Turnpike, Suite 506
Annandale, VA 22003
Call: 703-621-7117
Email: info@vision-title.com

Vision Law Group, PLLC

Affiliated with Vision Title & Escrow, LLC

Jiyoo Kim


